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The Manhunt

"The Manhunt" by Simon Armitage is a contemporary poem that
explores the aftermath of war and the impact of physical and
psychological trauma on a soldier and his relationships. While the
poem itself does not provide explicit historical details, its themes
resonate with the broader context of post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and the challenges faced by returning soldiers from conflicts
such as the Gulf War or the more recent conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The emotional toll on veterans and their families, as well
as the process of healing and understanding, is a universal theme in
the context of modern warfare. Armitage's poem reflects the social
awareness and sensitivity to the hidden wounds of war prevalent in
contemporary discussions about the mental health of veterans and the
broader consequences of armed conflicts on individuals and
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Browning's "Sonnet 43" was penned during the Victorian era in the
mid-19th century. The historical context encompasses the social and
cultural norms of the time, emphasizing the restrictive expectations
placed on women, including Barrett Browning. Biographically, Barrett
Browning faced challenges due to her health and her father, Edward
Moulton Barrett's, disapproval of her literary pursuits. In "Sonnet 43,"
Barrett Browning explores a profound and transcendent love,
contrasting it with the constraints she experienced under her father's
authority. The sonnet serves as a declaration of love to her future
husband, Robert Browning, expressing the depth, breadth, and
enduring nature of her affection. The personal context of her strained
relationship with her father enriches the sonnet, highlighting her
journey from limitations imposed by familial expectations to the
boundless and transformative love she finds in her marriage.

Blake's "London" was written during the late 18th century, a time marked
by significant social and political changes, including the aftermath of the
American and French Revolutions. The historical context encompasses the
early years of the Industrial Revolution, urbanization, and the
accompanying social and economic challenges. Biographically, Blake was a
visionary poet and artist who often critiqued the impact of
industrialisation on society. "London" reflects Blake's personal
dissatisfaction with the societal effects of urbanisation, poverty, and
political repression. The poem unveils the darker aspects of city life,
portraying a bleak and oppressive atmosphere where individuals suffer
from social injustices and institutional control. Blake's critical stance aligns
with his broader visionary and anti-establishment perspectives,
highlighting the dehumanising consequences of the societal changes
during his time.

relationships.
The Soldier

Rupert Brooke's poem "The Soldier" was written during the early 20th
century, amid the turbulent times of World War I. Published in 1914,
the poem captures the patriotic fervour and idealism that
characterised the initial stages of the war. Set against the historical
context of the early 20th century, Brooke's poem reflects the
sentiments prevalent in England during the early days of World War |,
when there was a widespread belief in the nobility of sacrifice for
one's country. The poem expresses a sense of national pride and a
romanticized view of the soldier's death, presenting the idea that even
in death on a foreign battlefield, the fallen soldier contributes to the
eternal memory of England. Brooke's work is part of a broader literary
response to the war, reflecting the initial optimism and later
disillusionment experienced by many during this significant historical
period.

As Imperceptibly as Grief

Emily Dickinson's poem "As Imperceptibly as Grief" was written during
the 19th century, reflecting the historical context of the mid-1800s.
Dickinson lived in a period marked by significant societal changes,
including the Civil War and the emergence of industrialisation. Her
poetry often explores themes of life, death, and nature against this
backdrop. In this particular poem, Dickinson uses the changing
seasons, specifically the transition from summer to autumn, as a
metaphor for the imperceptible passage of time and the subtle shifts
in life. The poem's language and imagery convey a sense of quiet and
gradual transformation, capturing the essence of both nature's cyclical
patterns and the broader human experience. Dickinson's introspective
and contemplative style reflects the Romantic and Transcendentalist
influences of her time, emphasising individual emotions and the
interconnectedness of humanity with the natural world.

She Walks in Beautyo

Living Space

Byron's "She Walks in Beauty" was written in the early 19th century
during the Romantic era, which was characterised by a rejection of
rationalism and a focus on emotion and nature. Byron himself was a
prominent figure in the Romantic movement. The poem was penned in
1814, a time when Byron was on his Grand Tour, travelling through
Europe. Against this backdrop, the historical context of the poem
includes both personal experiences and the broader cultural milieu of
the time. The Regency era, marked by social and political upheaval,
influenced Byron's work. Additionally, the Romantic fascination with
beauty, idealised love, and the sublime is evident in the poem,
reflecting the broader artistic and literary trends of the period. The
poem's emotional depth and celebration of feminine beauty align with
the Romantic emphasis on individual expression and the profound
impact of nature and emotion on the human experience.

Imtiaz Dharker's "Living Space" was written in the late 20th century,
reflecting the poet's observations and responses to contemporary issues.
The poem doesn't provide explicit historical details, but its themes
resonate with broader contexts of social and political challenges,
urbanisation, and displacement. Written during a period of global
upheavals and migrations, the poem addresses the human capacity to
create living spaces amidst structural irregularities and uncertainties. The
lack of straight lines and the precariousness of the structure symbolize the
instability and disorder in the world. The act of placing fragile eggs in a
wire basket within this chaotic environment becomes a powerful
metaphor for resilience, hope, and the human spirit's ability to find solace
and faith even in the face of adversity. Dharker's poem captures the
struggles and adaptations of individuals within a rapidly changing and
often disordered contemporary world.

Valentine

"Cozy Apologia" was written in the late 20th century. The poem
captures the speaker's contemplation of personal happiness, love, and
domesticity amidst the fast-paced and business-oriented nature of
contemporary society. Dove addresses the technological
advancements of the time, mentioning compact disks and faxes,
placing the poem in an era marked by rapid technological changes. The
reference to Hurricane Floyd, an actual event in 1999, adds a layer of
external turmoil against the backdrop of the speaker's cozy and
content domestic life. The poem explores themes of satisfaction,
happiness, and the ordinary, contrasting personal happiness with the
chaotic external world. Dove's language and imagery depict a sense of
reflection on the speaker's contentment within the ordinary,
emphasizing the value of personal relationships and the pursuit of
happiness amidst the complexities of modern life.

Published in 1993, “Valentine” is a contemporary reimagining of the
traditional Valentine's Day love poem. Duffy's work often engages with
feminist themes, and "Valentine" challenges conventional expressions of
love and gifts. The poem emerged during a period marked by increasing
diversity in poetic voices and styles. Biographically, Duffy became the first
female Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom in 2009, and her poetry
frequently explores love, relationships, and societal expectations. In
"Valentine," the speaker eschews traditional romantic symbols like red
roses and satin hearts, opting for the unconventional gift of an onion. The
poem delves into the complexities of love, using the onion metaphor to
convey both the intense and potentially painful aspects of a deep,
committed relationship. Duffy's "Valentine" is a reflection of her distinct
poetic style and her exploration of unconventional themes within the
broader context of contemporary poetry.

A Wife in London

Death of a Naturalist _#

Hawk Roosting

Thomas Hardy's poem "A Wife in London" was written in the late 19th
century, during the Victorian era - a time marked by the expansion of
the British Empire and military engagements, such as the Boer War.
The poem reflects the impact of war on individual lives, highlighting
the tragic consequences of conflict and the emotional toll on families.
Biographically, Hardy had a keen interest in social issues and the
consequences of industrialisation. His works often explore the
complexities of human relationships and the challenges faced by
individuals in the changing socio-political landscape of the time. "A
Wife in London" is a poignant portrayal of the personal cost of war,
capturing the emotional distress experienced by a wife upon learning
of her husband's death, juxtaposed with the irony of a letter he had
written before his demise, emphasising the unpredictability and harsh
realities of life during this historical period.

To Autumn

"To Autumn" was written in the early 19th century during the
Romantic era. Historically, the poem belongs to a period marked by
significant social and political changes, including the aftermath of the
French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution. Keats's work often
responded to the tumultuous times, and "To Autumn" reflects a
retreat from the political upheavals of the era, focusing on the serene
beauty of the natural world. Biographically, Keats was a key figure in
the Romantic movement, known for his sensitivity to nature and his
exploration of the sublime. "To Autumn" is believed to be one of the
last poems Keats wrote before his untimely death at a young age. The
poem celebrates the beauty of autumn, using rich imagery to evoke a
sense of ripeness, abundance, and the cyclic nature of life. In the face
of personal illness and the broader historical context, Keats finds
solace and beauty in the transient yet bountiful season of autumn,
showcasing his keen appreciation for the natural world.

Written in the mid-20th century, it captures the experiences of a
young boy in rural Ireland, where farming practices and nature
intertwine. The historical background includes the post-World War II
period, marked by societal changes and technological advancements.
Biographically, Heaney grew up in Northern Ireland during a time of
political and social unrest. His poetry often reflects his fascination with
nature, rural life, and the impact of modernisation on traditional ways.
"Death of a Naturalist" delves into the tension between the idyllic and
the grotesque, symbolised by the transformation of frogspawn into
frogs. The poem encapsulates Heaney's interest in the dualities of
nature, where the innocent wonder of childhood encounters becomes
tainted by the harsher realities of the natural world. The narrative
reflects the poet's broader exploration of Irish identity and the
changing landscape, blending personal experiences with the broader
historical and cultural context.

Written during a time marked by societal changes and the afterniath of
World War Il, Hughes's work often delves into the primal and instinctual
aspects of nature. Biographically, Hughes had a deep connection with
nature, and his poetry frequently explores the power dynamics in the
natural world. The poem is narrated from the perspective of a hawk,
embodying the raw and predatory nature of the bird. The hawk's
monologue reveals a sense of superiority, dominance, and an unyielding
connection to the natural order. This can be seen as a metaphor for the
post-war period, where nations grappled with power dynamics and
territorial disputes. Hughes's personal experiences, including his rural
upbringing, contribute to the vivid portrayal of the hawk's perspective.
The poem encapsulates Hughes's fascination with the untamed essence of
the natural world, using the hawk as a symbol of unapologetic dominance
and control.

Dulce et Decorum Est &/

"Afternoons" was written in the mid-20th century, a period of societal
changes and shifting cultural norms in post-World War Il Britain. The
historical context includes the aftermath of the war, the decline of the
British Empire, and the emergence of a more modern and consumer-
oriented society. Biographically, Larkin was known for his keen
observations of ordinary life, and "Afternoons" reflects his exploration
of the complexities and challenges of suburban existence. Larkin's
poetry often engages with themes of time, change, and the passage of
life. In this poem, he captures the fading warmth of summer,
symbolising the decline of youthful vitality and the encroachment of
domestic responsibilities. The young mothers and skilled-trade
husbands represent the traditional family structure undergoing
transformations in the modern era. Larkin's poignant portrayal of the
transient beauty of youth and the inevitability of change resonates
with broader societal shifts during the mid-20th century.

"Dulce et Decorum Est" by Wilfred Owen was written during World War |,
a conflict characterised by trench warfare and unprecedented brutality.
Owen, a soldier and poet, experienced the horrors of the war firsthand,
which deeply influenced his work. The historical context includes the
devastating impact of modern warfare, marked by gas attacks, trench
warfare, and the disillusionment of soldiers. Biographically, Owen's
experiences as a soldier inform the raw and realistic depiction of war in
his poetry. "Dulce et Decorum Est" specifically addresses the false notion
that it is sweet and fitting to die for one's country, challenging the
glorification of war. Owen's anti-war sentiment reflects the broader shift
in public opinion during and after World War |, as the harsh realities of
combat shattered romanticised notions of warfare. The poem stands as a
powerful condemnation of war's brutality and a testament to Owen's
commitment to depicting the truth about the human cost of conflict.

Ozymandias

Mametz Wood

The Prelude

"Ozymandias" Shelley was written during the early 19th century, a
time marked by the Romantic movement and political upheavals. The
historical context includes the aftermath of the French Revolution, the
Napoleonic Wars, and the broader spirit of revolution and change.
Biographically, Shelley was a prominent Romantic poet known for his
radical political views and engagement with social issues.
"Ozymandias" reflects his scepticism toward power and authority. The
poem explores the transient nature of human achievements and the
inevitable decay of empires and monuments. Shelley's experiences
during a tour of Egypt likely inspired the poem, as he encountered
ancient ruins and monuments that spoke to the impermanence of
human endeavours. "Ozymandias" serves as a commentary on the
ephemeral nature of power and serves as a cautionary reflection on
the hubris of rulers and the inevitable decline of their legacies.

"Mametz Wood" by Owen Sheers is a poignant reflection on the
aftermath of World War I. Historically, the poem is rooted in the
devastation of the war, and its biographical context likely draws
inspiration from Sheers' Welsh heritage, as Wales made significant
contributions to the war effort. The poem vividly portrays the
discovery of the remains of fallen soldiers, emphasising the lasting
impact of war on the landscape and the communities left to grapple
with its consequences. The broken bones and relics serve as tangible
reminders of the sacrifices made. Sheers' imagery and language
suggest a landscape scarred by the war, with the earth acting as a
witness to the tragic events. "Mametz Wood" engages with themes of
memory, loss, and the enduring echoes of war, capturing the
emotional weight of the conflict and its impact on both individuals and
the land itself.

"Prelude" by William Wordsworth reflects the historical and biographical
context of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, during the Romantic era.
The poem is part of Wordsworth's autobiographical epic, capturing his
experiences and emotions. Historically, this period witnessed significant
social and political changes, including the French Revolution and the
Industrial Revolution. Biographically, Wordsworth, a leading Romantic
poet, was deeply connected to nature and rural life. This excerpt depicts a
nostalgic and idyllic moment from his childhood, emphasizing the joy and
freedom of outdoor activities during the frosty season. The poem aligns
with Wordsworth's broader themes of nature's influence on the human
spirit and the transformative power of childhood experiences. The vivid
imagery of the village, polished ice, and the camaraderie of outdoor
games reflects Wordsworth's belief in the restorative and uplifting
qualities of nature amid the challenges of an evolving society.




