
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  
 

This week has been Mental Health Awareness week and Mrs Henn has delivered assemblies looking 
at why connecting with others is one of the main ways that we can protect our mental wellbeing. 
Mrs Henn shared with students about reaching out to someone for a chat or opening up about 
something that maybe worrying them and ensuring that we all take the time to get talking! Students 
were reminded about our Speak Up, Speak Out platform and were also invited to take part in the 
Cake and Kindness drop in that was taking place during the week. We were also fortunate to have 
Kooth.com join us for a drop-in session during lunchtime.  
  

As you are aware, we do have a dedicated 
section on the school website to support and 

signpost for Mental Health & Well-Being. There are lots of links 
to websites that can support improving wellbeing, resilience and 
decrease stress. There are also leaflets to support with staying 
safe online and online wellbeing. Please click here to access the 
webpage on the school website. If you have concerns around 
your child’s mental health or wellbeing, or you feel as a 
parent/carer you need some support, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at MHSinfo@consilium-at.com where we will do 
everything we can to support or encourage them to use the Speak Up, Speak Out campaign that can be found in the 
student planner.  

 

I was privileged this week to be part of the audition panel for Legally Blonde the Musical, which is 
coming to Moorside High School on Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd April 2025. We are extremely 
excited to have another production and based on the auditions, we are in for a real treat!! 
Auditions for the Christmas Concert will take place on Wednesday 16th October, 3pm onwards in 
B211. More information about tickets will be circulated nearer the time.  
 

We also welcomed our Year 11 parents in to attend our post 16 careers fair and our ‘Make it Stick’ 
presentation giving students and parents support in how best to prepare for the Mock Exams that 
start week commencing 25th November. If you missed the evening, the slides and the information 
booklet have been sent to parents and will be avaiable on the school website.  

 

Finally, a huge well done to all our Rugby Teams. This week, I have received feedback to say that students across all 
year groups have positively represented the school and have all worked well as a team showing development and 
improvements during every single match. On Tuesday our Year 7 students played five matches at Buile Hill Academy. 
It was great to see lots of new players, playing their first ever rugby league match. The Year 7 team won two of their 
matches, drew one and lost two. A great start from Year 7 with lots of players showing real potential. Rugby training 
for Year 7, 8 and 9 takes place on a Monday afterschool with Mr Molyneaux and Mr Scott. It is great to see the number 
of students getting involved growing each week. After half term Mr Molyneux and Mr Scott are looking to organise 
more fixtures for all age groups, so watch this space for further updates. Well done Team Moorside! 
  

It is hard to believe that we are going into the final week of the half term, thank you for all your support during the 
first six weeks of the new academic year. We have had a very settled start with uniform and attendance starting very 
positively. 
 

Have a lovely weekend 
Mrs Ryles-Dean 
Headteacher 

#Team Moorside Parent 11.10.24 

https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/page/?title=Mental+Health+and+Wellbeing&pid=65
https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/page/?title=Mental+Health+and+Wellbeing&pid=65
mailto:MHSinfo@consilium-at.com


 
 

 
 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 parents/carers to Parents’ Evening on Thursday 17th October. 
Parents/carers can still book appointments via school cloud. If you require any support in booking appointments, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. For more information and a helpful guide to booking appointments, please click 
here. 
 

Poetry Competition  
Students have been invited to write a poem for the Young Writers’ 
competition with the theme - The Beautiful Truth. The theme is 
open to interpretation, so students don’t have to literally reveal a 
secret. They can write about something that matters to them, 
something that is their truth. Some examples may include: 
• Identity – what makes you unique? What do you want people 

to know? 
• Hobbies, likes or dislikes 
• Hopes, dreams and ambitions – what do you aspire to? 
• Nature – environment, climate change, pollution, 

conservation 
 

Students must make sure their name and form are on their work and submit to Miss Smith in the library. The closing 
date for entries is Thursday 17th October 2024. Good luck to everyone who wants to be involved.  

 

Year 11 GCSE Drama Performance Evening - Wednesday 16th October  
Year 11 GCSE Drama students have been working exceptionally hard on their final GCSE devising pieces, which they 
will be performing on Wednesday 16th October. We would love for you to join us on this evening to watch the 
culmination of months of hard work! The evening will begin at 6pm in the Performance Hall and is open to all 
parents/carers, friends and family of the students involved to come along and celebrate the students work. 
Please be advised that this is a formal exam, and students will be marked on the night. This mark will form part of 
their final GCSE grade. Please also be advised that some of the performances contain mature themes and language 
and therefore may not be appropriate for young children. 
 

Seneca learning – Home Learning Platform 
This week, the home learning platform ‘Seneca’ has been launched with students. From this week, students will start 
receiving homework from a variety of different subjects via Seneca. The platform can be accessed at home on a 
laptop/desktop via the Seneca website, or on a mobile phone through their app. If students do not have these facilities 
at home, all students are welcome to attend our homework club after school where they can access computers. If 
you have any queries or your child has any problems with Seneca, please do contact us via MHSinfo@consilium-
at.com  More information about Seneca can be accessed via our school website – click here to access. 
 

Consilium Council and Moorside Student Council 
This week, the Consilium Council met to discuss the provision for personal development across our trust and how we 
could continue to move this forward. Amongst the items on the agenda were school values, assemblies, form time, 
religion, and charity work. We will be continuing the conversation with our form captains across school next week in 
our Moorside Student Council meeting. We really value the student voice, and they have made some outstanding 
contributions to school life, we are really looking forward to continuing the conversation of school improvement with 
them. Watch this space for more information.  
  

Consilium Eggheads 
Next Thursday, the “Moorside Masters” will take on all other Consilium schools in the first Consilium Eggheads quiz 
competition. Students are ready for an exciting battle of wits, as we compete for the ultimate glory of becoming 
the Consilium Eggheads Champions. This competition will take place every half term, with our team of eight students 
facing off against other schools in a quest for knowledge and the coveted Eggheads Trophy—and of course, bragging 
rights. Here's how it works: 
For the first 5 rounds, every correct answer will earn our team points, this will be tallied on the league table. The top 
two schools by the end of half term 5 will go head-to-head in an epic live showdown broadcast across schools. The 
stakes couldn’t be higher! Good luck to our “Moorside Masters” 

https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/page/?title=Parents+Evening&pid=77
mailto:MHSinfo@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSinfo@consilium-at.com
https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/page/?title=Seneca&pid=132&action=saved


 
 

 
 

Black History Month  
There are lots of things going on at Moorside to celebrate Black History Month including a research competition from 
Ms Tallow, a history trip to Manchester Metropolitan University to explore “Roots in Manchester” and assemblies 
next week will be based around this important theme. 
 

 
 
Black History Month 2024  
October marks Black History Month in the UK, and this year’s theme is ‘Reclaiming Narratives’. The Black History 
Month site describes this year’s theme as:  
 

“A commitment to correcting historical inaccuracies and showcasing the untold success stories and the full 
complexity of Black heritage. It’s about taking control of our stories and honouring our heroes while challenging the 
narratives that have often overlooked the contributions and achievements of Black individuals both in the UK and 
globally”. 
 

To celebrate this year’s theme at Moorside we will be reclaiming narratives of some outstanding black individuals 
who have contributed to the history of this country. Narratives which have either been overlooked or forgotten. By 
reclaiming these narratives, we honour the past, empower the present, and inspire the future. 
 

Story of John Blanke  
 

John Blanke, a Black trumpeter, served in the court of King Henry VII and King 
Henry VIII during the Tudor era. While serving two kings, he bore witness to 
some of the great moments in England's history and contributed to some of 
the greatest spectacles of the Tudor age. His presence in royal England shows 
that Black people have been part of British history for centuries, yet his name 
is rarely mentioned in classrooms. 
He played at major royal ceremonies, including the Westminster Tournament 
of 1511, but little is known about him beyond his music. His image, depicted 
in royal tapestries, is one of the few records of Black individuals in Tudor 
England. 
Today, we reclaim John Blanke’s narrative, reminding everyone that Black history is British history, and Black 
contributions span centuries. 
 



 
 

 
 

Flag Football Update 
On Friday 4th October, Moorside High School hosted the first tournament of the season for Flag Football. It was a 
great event with Oasis Academy Oldham, Wright Robinson, All Hallows and Bolton School all attending. The 
atmosphere was filled with excitement and anticipation as the games got underway. In our first game, Moorside were 
off to a shaky start, but soon found their rhythm again against Oasis Academy Oldham, winning their first match 24 – 
14.  Our girls showed some great teamwork and set plays.  The second match was against Bolton School, which was 
a very close match from start to finish, both teams played exceptionally well with great strategies starting to develop 
and come into fruition. The result was Moorside 10 - Bolton School 12. Our final game was against Wright Robinson, 
we knew that this game was going to be tough from start to finish as they are the current champions, they were a 
strong team. The overall score was Moorside 12 and Wright Robinson 15. All students showed so much commitment 
and a special shout out to the students who supported with the officiating – Great Job Team Moorside. 

  
 

Greater Manchester SkillCentre Open Evening - Thursday 17th October 2024 
The Growth Company offer Pre-apprenticeship training courses for Y11s in the 
construction, engineering and automotive sectors so offer an alternative option for those 
not as keen on going to college. 
 

Based in Trafford Park, they have an open event on Thursday 17th October (no booking 
required!)  
 

Education and Training after GCSEs –  
Thursday 17th October, 6pm-7pm, Swinton Gateway (or 
online)  
 

SIASS and the Skills and Work Team will be hosting the first of 
three events over the academic year aimed at school leavers 

(and those already in FE who might not be sure of next steps) who have SEND, and want 
to know what education, employment and training opportunities are available across 
the city. This informative workshop goes through the different types and levels of 
courses and has a particular focus on those with additional needs. The session will be 
delivered online at Swinton Gateway (parents/carers must book on for numbers) or can 
be accessed virtually by e-mailing SIASS@salford.gov.uk and a link will be sent out to 
parents, carers and young people.  

 

Book Fair – 14th – 17th October.  

  

https://www.gceducationandskills.ac.uk/


 
 

 
 

Flu Vaccination 
As you are aware the Flu Vaccination team are in school on Wednesday 30th October. Please see information below 
from the Deputy Director of Public Health.  
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Your child is eligible for a free nasal influenza vaccination. We would encourage you to ensure your child receives this 
protective vaccine; this will help to prevent the spread of influenza in children and also in friends and relatives who 
may be at risk of complications from influenza. It will also prevent time spent away from work looking after a sick 
child, if applicable.  
 

The nasal spray influenza vaccine is also available for all school aged children and offered routinely to all children in 
school. The vaccine is given as a single dose of nasal spray squirted up each nostril. This is not a needle (a big advantage 
for children), the nasal spray works even better than the injected influenza vaccine. The vaccine is very safe with few 
side effects and has been used for a number of years in the UK. 
 

It’s quick and painless and will mean your child is less likely to become ill, resulting in less time away from school, if 
they come into contact with the influenza virus. Its brand name is Fluenz. 
 

Children are good at spreading influenza, because they tend to sneeze everywhere and don't use tissues properly or 
wash their hands. Vaccinating them may also protect others that are vulnerable to influenza such as babies, older 
people, pregnant women and people with serious long-term illnesses. A common complication of influenza can be 
bronchitis; occasionally this can become serious and develop into pneumonia and even cause death. 
 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact your GP, school nurse or Health Visitor. If anyone 
you know falls into the at-risk groups encourage them to have the influenza vaccine to prevent them becoming ill. 
 

Yours faithfully  
Gillian McLauchlan   
Deputy Director of Public Health 
 

What is Influenza (flu)? 
Flu is caused by a virus and cannot be treated with antibiotics. The most common symptoms of flu are fever, chills, 
headache, aches and pains in the joints and muscles, and extreme tiredness.  Healthy individuals usually recover 
within 2 to 7 days but for some the disease can lead to hospitalisation, permanent disability or even death. 
 

Can I avoid flu? 
The best way to avoid catching and spreading flu is by having the vaccination before the flu season starts! 
 

If I get flu how do I reduce the risk of spreading it to someone else?  
To prevent spread: cover the mouth and nose with a tissue when you sneeze or cough, dispose of the tissues and 
then wash your hands. “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it.” 
 

Who should have the flu vaccination? 
Even if you feel healthy you should have the free flu vaccination if you are: 
From 1 September 2024: 
• pregnant women 
• all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2024 
• primary school aged children (from Reception to Year 6) 
• secondary school aged children (from Year 7 to Year 11) 
• all children in clinical risk groups aged from 6 months to less than 18 years 

From October 2024, exact start date to be confirmed by NHS England in due course: 
• those aged 65 years and over 
• those aged 18 years to under 65 years in clinical risk groups (as defined by the Green Book, Influenza Chapter 

19) 
• those in long-stay residential care homes 
• carers in receipt of carer’s allowance, or those who are the main carer of an elderly or disabled person 
• close contacts of immunocompromised individuals 
• frontline workers in a social care setting without an employer led occupational health scheme 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-the-green-book-chapter-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-the-green-book-chapter-19


 
 

 
 

How do I get the flu vaccine? 
The vaccines should be given during October or early November. If you fit the above criteria speak to your GP or 
Practice Nurse to book a vaccination appointment and get the best possible protection.  
 

How effective is the flu vaccine? 
The annual flu vaccination will protect you against flu this coming winter. No vaccine is 100% effective; however, 
people who have had the flu vaccine are less likely to get flu. If you do get flu despite having the vaccine, it will 
probably be milder than if you haven’t been vaccinated. 
 

Flu vaccines side effects – what are they?  
The flu vaccine does not cause flu. However, you may experience some mild side effects after having the vaccine, 
such as a slight temperature and cold-like symptoms for a couple of days afterwards. The flu vaccine only protects 
against flu, but not other illnesses caused by other viruses such as the common cold.  
 

Can the flu vaccine be given to my child at the same time as other vaccines?  
Yes. The flu vaccine can be given at the same time as all routine childhood vaccines.  The vaccination can go ahead if 
your child has a minor illness such as a cold but may be delayed if your child has an illness that causes a fever. 
 

The Immunisation team will attend school on Wednesday 30th October to administer the Flu Vaccination. The flu 
vaccination is eligible to all students up to and including Year 11. If you have any questions or queries, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with the Salford Immunisation Team on 0333 358 3397, option 1, option 7. 
strong team. The overall score was Moorside 12 and Wright Robinson 15. 

 
WOW Wednesday 
We had a big queue of Year 7 students ready to show us their Tim Burton drawings at WOW Wednesday in school 
this week. Students are encouraged to bring any work that makes them feel proud to Mrs Nesfield in the Atrium at 
lunch and this Wednesday, KS3 students in particular were ready to share their wonderful Artwork and collect 
stickers, postcards and a small prize.  Other notable work was from History and English, with some fantastic re-
imagined creation stories inspired by Frankenstein. Our head students were luckily on hand to help write postcards 
to all students who attended. 

 
 

Wider Curriculum & Year 11 Intervention Sessions 
 

Please click here to access the Wider Curriculum Timetable for Years 7-10 and the 
Intervention/Study Sessions Timetable for Year 11. All students are welcome to sign up, 
they just need to speak to the member of staff running the activity.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Cold-common/Pages/Introduction.aspx
https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1911&type=pdf
https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1912&type=pdf


 
 

 
 

Mental Health Awareness – Kooth.com 
Kooth.com is for anyone aged 10-25 and www.Qwell.io is for ages 25+. They offer free anonymous support through 
their website where you can chat 1-1 to their qualified practitioners or you can look up advice and help from their 
magazine and podcasts. There are no waiting lists for their services, simply find their websites and join. 
This autumn they have a new section of their website dedicated to parents and carers, some helpful live podcasts 
about school avoidance and an exciting new competition for anyone aged 15-18. 
 
 
 

1. Worried about the mental health or wellbeing of a 
young person? Want to know how Kooth can 
support them? 
Visit their online information 
centre  https://explore.kooth.com/families/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. EBSA (Emotionally Based School Avoidance) - Parent and Carers 
webinar 
The session will include what EBSA is, perspectives from a young 
person, strategies to support young people experiencing EBSA and 
how Kooth and Qwell can help. To book click the link here:  
https://share.hsforms.com/1zn_7zR0kRhOVBkuXxWcqLAc5dpg 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Kooth Future Council 
The Kooth Future Council creative competition is open from 
23rd September – 15th November. Young people aged 15 -
18 interested in participating can find more information on 
how to enter at kooth.com/future-council 
 

The competition entry is simple: create an original piece of 
artwork, illustration, photography, video or creative writing 
that answers the question: "How do you overcome 
negative emotions?" 
 

The competition is perfect for young people working 
towards GCSE, BTEC, A-Level, Nationals or Higher exams in 
Art, Graphics, Photography, Design, Psychology, Business 
Studies, Drama, Media Studies and English. However, this is 
an opportunity for ALL 15 - 18 year olds.  
 

Multiple studies have shown that creative activities can 
significantly boost young people's emotional well-being. 
Creative expression can build resilience, helping them feel 
seen and heard.  

 
 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fkooth.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cspa.general%40salford.gov.uk%7C4125b04f13e945e1ab5b08dce45f31ef%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638636344726640490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1iVamLtk1sXiFx2GPl42CDZGTxnQDUo7xOIBkGSprTA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.qwell.io%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cspa.general%40salford.gov.uk%7C4125b04f13e945e1ab5b08dce45f31ef%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638636344726653173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mM6577z%2FS%2FjML73aWX%2F9JQB5GiAVrRtkh82v7%2F495nY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexplore.kooth.com%2Ffamilies%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cspa.general%40salford.gov.uk%7C4125b04f13e945e1ab5b08dce45f31ef%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638636344726668888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pEd9cX6LxvTNvalFkYHoue4rLUh%2B%2BAotQtWaXpfOaL4%3D&reserved=0
https://share.hsforms.com/1zn_7zR0kRhOVBkuXxWcqLAc5dpg
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fkooth.com%2Ffuture-council&data=05%7C02%7Cspa.general%40salford.gov.uk%7C4125b04f13e945e1ab5b08dce45f31ef%7C68c00060d80e40a5b83f3b8a5bc570b5%7C0%7C0%7C638636344726701779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ABKZDziujgqrCQaRti%2F6No3o1DvbX2xaX%2BlcMqxo0GE%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 

Safeguarding Support 
 

 

Please click here to access a ‘Self-Harm Support Booklet’ for parents and careers  

 

Silent Reminder 
 

 

 

 

https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/individual-letters/D6FE41DA4E23E138636B346AD94C3E14.pdf


 
 

 
 

Word of the Week 

 

 

Key Dates: 

• Thursday 17th October   Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

• Friday 18th October   School closes at 14:55 for Half Term 

• Monday 28th October  School reopens for Autumn Term 2 - 08:25  

• Monday 18th November   School Closed INSET Day 
  

 

All term dates for the academic year, 24/25 25/26 can be found on the school website or by clicking here 
 

MHSYear7@consilium-at.com , MHSYear8@consilium-at.com, MHSYear9@consilium-at.com,  
 
 

MHSYear10@consilium-at.com, MHSYear11@consilium-at.com, MHSabsence@consilium-at.com 
 

 

Email: MHSinfo@consilium-at.com  Twitter - @moorsidehigh Instagram – moorsidehighofficial  

CONSIDERATION    ASPIRATION    RESILIENCE    EQUALITY 
 

 

https://www.moorsidehigh.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=36
mailto:MHSYear7@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSYear8@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSYear9@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSYear10@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSYear11@consilium-at.com
mailto:MHSabsence@consilium-at.com


 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Important - Attendance Matters 
With the introduction of the new National Framework for Penalty Notices, the 
following changes came into force for Penalty Notice Fines issued for 
unauthorised holidays recorded by schools after 19th August 2024.  
 

 
Who may be fined? 
Penalty Notice Fines are issued to each parent who allows their child to be absent from school. For example: 3 
siblings absent for term time leave, would result in each parent who allowed the holiday receiving 3 separate 
fines. 
 

 
National Threshold 
There will be a single consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be considered by all schools 
in England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 school 
week period. For example: a 5-day holiday would meet the national threshold. The 10-school week period can 
span different terms or school years. 
 

 
First Offence 
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for an unauthorised term time 
holiday the fine amount will be: £80 per parent, per child if paid within 
21 days. Increasing to £160 if paid between days 22-28. 
 
 
Second Offence (within 3 years) 
The Second time a Penalty Notice is issued for unauthorised absence the 
amount will be: £160 per parent (who allowed the holiday), per child, 
payable within 28 days. 
 
 
Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) 
The third time an offence is committed a Penalty Notice will not be 
issued and local authorities will need to consider other available 
measures to address the absence concerns. This may mean that cases 
are presented before a Magistrate’s Court. Prosecution can result in 
criminal records and fines of up to £2,500.  
Cases found guilty in the Magistrates’ Court can show on the parent’s future DBS certificate due to ‘failure to 
safeguard a child’s education’. 
 
If you’re child’s attendance is a concern, we will always try and offer support before fines are issued. Our 
attendance and pastoral team are discreet, and we encourage you to work with us to ensure your child gets the 
most out of their time with us. If you have any questions related to this, you can find all the guidance at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance    

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance

